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POLIOMYELITIS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Poliomyelitis^has been epidemic during the past two or three years 
in certain parts of the United States. Because of its infectious nature 
and the distressing sequel® with which it frequently leaves its vic- 
tims it has aroused much merited interest on the part of public health 
officials. 

It is desirable to ascertain as correctly as possible its actual preva- 
lence and geographic distribution. For this purpose the following 
letter was sent on August 9, 1910, to the secretaries of the state and 
territorial boards of health: 

Washington, August 9, 1910. 

Dear Sir: It is desired to ascertain as accurately as possible the general prevalence 
and geographic distribution of anterior poliomyelitis (infantile paralysis) in the 
United States. If the information is available for your State, it will be appreciated 
if you will have the attached blank filled out and returned in the addressed envelope 
inclosed. 

Sincerely, yours, Walter Wtman, 

Surgeon-General. 

This letter had attached to it a blank asking the number of cases 
of and deaths from poliomyelitis which had been reported in 1909 
and the number of cases and deaths estimated to have occurred ; also 
the cases and deaths reported for each of the months January to July, 
inclusive, 1910. From the replies the following information has been 
taken: 

COLORADO. 

There was one death from poliomyelitis at Cripple Creek during 
July, 1909. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Poliomyelitis did not attract attention until June, 1910, when a 
slight outbreak occurred at Meriden with 1 death. Previous to this 
the disease was not reportable to the state board of health. During 
July 18 cases with 2 deaths were reported, as follows: Groton 
(borough), 1 case; Meriden (city), 13 cases with 1 death; New 
Britain, 2 cases with 1 death; New London, 1 case; Suffield, 1 case. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The disease is not required by law to be reported. In compliance 
with the health officer's request, however, the physicians began 
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reporting cases during the latter part of July, 1910. Up to July 31, 
7 cases were reported. During the first 19 days of August 64 cases 
were reported. One death from poliomyelitis was recorded during 
the calendar year 1909. 

FLORIDA. 

No cases reported and none known to have occurred. 

ILLINOIS. 

During July, 1909, an epidemic of poliomyelitis developed in 
Champaign County, in the vicinity of Rantoul, Gifford, and Penfield, 
and in Vermilion County, at Armstrong, 32 cases being reported (no 
deaths) . (Monthly Bulletin Illinois State Board of Health, December, 
1909.) 

KENTUCKY. 

The secretary of the Kentucky State Board of Health states that 
poliomyelitis is common in many sections of the State, but that at 
the present time statistics of its prevalence are not available. 

KANSAS. 

Poliomyelitis prevailed in epidemic form in Kansas during the 
summer of 1909. It had previously appeared at various times in 
sporadic form, but the outbreak of 1909 in which there were over 
100 cases, was the first recorded epidemic. The cases occurred mainly 
in July, August, and September with a few cases as late as the last 
of November. Of 57 cases studied, 27 lived in town or city and 30 
on farms. During 1910, 57 cases and 15 deaths were reported in 
July, and from August 1 to 20, 20 cases and 4 deaths. (Bulletin 
Kansas State Board of Health, July, 1910.) 

MAINE. 

The secretary of the state board of health states that poliomyelitis 
is not a notifiable disease in Maine and that but few reports of cases 
have been received. Cases have, however, been reported in 3 differ- 
ent towns. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

During the years 1907, 1908, and 1909 poliomyelitis was present in 
Massachusetts, occurring in scattered foci in all parts of the State. 
In 1907, 234 cases were recorded; in 1908, 136 cases; in 1909, 923 
cases. There were 51 deaths in 1909 in 628 cases studied, giving a 
mortality of 8 per cent. (Monthly Bull. Mass. State Bd. of Health, 
June, 1910.) 

MICHIGAN. 

The secretary of the state board of health states that up to the 

1>resent time (August) there has been no known epidemic of poliomye- 
itis in Michigan. 

MINNESOTA. 

Outbreaks of poliomyelitis occurred in Minnesota in 1908 in North- 
field, Barnum, and Hibbing. In 1909, 238 deaths and about 400 
cases were reported. It is estimated, however, that there were 
probably 1,000 or 1,100 cases. During the present year 36 deaths 
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had been reported up to the end of June. This would indicate at 
least 180 cases. (H. W. Hill, Director Epidemiological Division, Min- 
nesota State Board of Health.) 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The commissioner of health states that during July, 1910, 152 cases 
of poliomyelitis were reported in Pennsylvania, and from August 1 to 
18, 105 cases. During August there were two good-sized outbreaks, 
up to the 18th of the month about 80 cases having been returned from 
the valley of the Lehigh Eiver in the vicinity of Bethlehem, Allen- 
town, and Easton, and nearly 60 cases from Lancaster County, 37 
being in the city of Lancaster and the others in outlying townships. 
Scattering cases have been found in 32 of the 67 counties. 
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No information in regard to the disease is available in the following 
named States : Alabama, Georgia, Montana, Nevada, Ohio, Tennessee, 
Utah, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

The information for New York State is not available for insertion 
at this time. 

The following named States have not been heard from: Arizona, 
Arkansas, California, Indiana, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, South Carolina, South Dakota, 
Texas, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

To make the study of the prevalence of poliomyelitis continuous 
the following letter was sent on September 20 to the executive officers 
of the state and territorial boards of health and health departments: 

Washington, September 20, 1910. 
Dear Sir: Because of the apparently unusual prevalence of poliomyelitis in the 
United States it is desired to keep informed in regard to the geographical distribution 
and progress of the disease. It will be appreciated, therefore, if you will, so far as 
possible, forward to this bureau a monthly memorandum of the course of the disease 
in your State, beginning with the month of August, and using for this purpose the 
addressed cards inclosed herewith. This will be supplemental to and a continuation 
of the information requested in bureau letter of August 9, the blank contained in 
said letter having provided for a report by months up to and including July. 
Respectfully, 

Walter Wyman, Surgeon-General. 

The card inclosed with the above letter reads as follows: 
POLIOMYELITIS— MONTHLY REPORT. 



Report from the State of , for the 

month of Total cases reported throughout the 

State, Total deaths, Localities where the 

disease prevailed : 



Signature . _ . 
Address . 



Date, , 191 



